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Bonn Groundswell Event - Report 

 
On Friday 5 and Saturday 6 June, The German Development Institute/Deutsches 
Institut für Entwicklungspolitik and Galvanizing the Groundswell of Climate 
Actions co-hosted a series of three events related to the ‘Groundswell of Climate 
Actions’. The Groundswell of Climate Actions could be seen as the myriad of 
activities by non-state and sub-national actors such as businesses, civil society 
organizations, cities, regions, and researchers that contribute to mitigation, 
adaptation and resilient development. 
 
At the Bonn Groundswell Workshop approximately 60 experts from developed 
and developing countries discussed opportunities to realize the full potential of 
climate actions for resilient development.  
 
The Bonn Groundswell Networking Reception brought together participants 
from three related events, namely the Climate Action Fair (including climate 
action dialogues) and the Technical Expertise Meetings (TEMs) organized by the 
UNFCCC secretariat, and the workshop on ‘Catalyzing Climate Action for 
Resilient Development’, that share a commitment to galvanize a broad and 
diverse citizen’s movement which includes cities, companies, civil society 
groups, researchers, and individuals, for transformations towards a low-carbon 
and climate resilient future in cooperation with each other and with nation states.  
 
Finally, the Dialogue Session at the Climate Action Fair provided information on 
the groundswell of climate actions, and explained how the groundswell of 
climate actions supports countries and drives success at the Paris Conference 
of the Parties and beyond. 

Bonn Groundswell Workshop  
Date:  5 June 2015  
Time:  9:00-17.30 
Venue:  German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) 
Organizers: German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI), Galvanizing the Groundswell of Climate Actions (GGCA) 
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On June 5, 2015, the German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 
Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), and 
Galvanizing the Groundswell of Climate Actions (GGCA) convened a group of 
approximately 60 experts in climate action, for a discussion of the ways non- and sub-
state climate action can be strengthened, especially in the Global South.  In particular, 
these conversations sought to identify: (1) opportunities for new climate action and 
resilient development; (2) the barriers to catalyzing new climate action, as well as 
strategies for overcoming them; and (3) opportunities for governments and the 
international process to support the groundswell in developing countries.   
 
The stakes for the growth of the groundswell of climate action in the Global South 
remain incredibly high.  Bolstering both adaptation and mitigation-focused responses 
to climate change can help safeguard the development progress that has been made 
over the past decades.  Drawing more attention and support to the activities occurring 
in developing countries can also help attract investment, the transfer of technology, 
and the building of capacity.  By shifting to a low-carbon pathway development pathway, 
Global South has an opportunity to “leapfrog” the unsustainable approaches taken by 
developed countries.   
 
Some highlights of the workshop: 

 Mr. Selwin Hart (Office of the UN Secretary General), Ms. Rosa Morales (Peru), 
Mr. Ramiro Fernandez (Fondacion Avina) and Ian Ponce (UNFCCC secretariat) 
discussed the Lima Paris Action Agenda (LPAA), which was launched at the 
2014 UN Climate Change Summit in Lima to catalyze climate actions among 
state and non-state actors. Discussants highlighted resilience as a theme within 
the LPAA. The Peruvian government leads the resilience theme within the LPAA, 
taking a thematic approach that addresses: water resources, food security, 
health and disaster risk reduction and coastal zone management. However, the 
highlighted issues should not be seen a definitive list. The NAZCA portal, a web-
based platform highlighting non-state, hybrid and sub-national climate actions 
will be improved on the road to Paris, and will refer to third party analyses, 
compile more and new kinds of commitments, and collaborate with new data 
providers. 

 Felipe Bittencourt (WayCarbon Brazil), Golam Rabbani (Bangladesh Center for 
Advanced Studies), Miguel Rodriguez (Servicios Ambientales – Cities Carbon 
Footprint Project) discussed the integration of mitigation, adaptation, and 
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resilient development in local and city initiatives in developing countries. 
Discussants call for more and better data at the city level; harmonization of 
different reporting frameworks; the better communication of sustainable 
development aspects of climate actions and the exploration of a more inclusive 
framework for climate actions that includes cities.  

 Preeti Srivastav (We Mean Business), David Wei (BSR), Damitha Samarakoon 
(SwitchAsia), and Kartika Angraeni (SwitchAsia) discussed business 
engagement in climate actios. According to Ms. Srivastav more businesses 
have committed to climate action now than at any other time in history; however 
there is a need to increase the number of businesses from the global South. Mr. 
Michael Mathres (World Climate Ltd.) also identified a need to better define and 
communicate what business commitments are to a larger public. Participants 
also identified the need for collaboration between SMEs and big companies; 
collaboration with utility companies in South, and collaboration along supply 
chains.  

 Ms. Lina Li (German Chancellor’s Fellow), Mr. Li Shuo (Greenpeace China) and 
Mr. Sanjay Vashist (CAN South Asia) discussed challenges and opportunities 
for climate actions in developing countries. They identified a need to make 
mitigation and adaptation more relevant and tangible to sub-national actors, and 
the need to address slow-onset impacts that are difficult to address given 
relatively short political timeframes. Within cities there is also unrealized 
potential to bring adaptation and resilience into mitigation-driven discussions. 
Discussants called for new mechanisms to support and recognized activities by 
cities in the Global South, as existing city networks are primarily dominated by 
actors in the Global North. 

 Ms. Yamide Dagnet (World Resources Institute) and Benito Mueller (Oxford 
University) discussed capacity and finance for climate actions, emphasising the 
need for bottom-up financing, and long-term capacity building approaches. 
Strategies need to be developed to ensure communities that need funding the 
most, will receive it. The Green Climate Fund should play a role in providing 
direct access to support and finance.  

 
The workshop concluded with a discussion on next steps. Among many identified next 

steps’, in the coming months interested partners will:  

 provide technical advice on the future of the Lima Paris Action Agenda; compile 
and distribute examples and case studies of groundswell actions in developing 
countries, in particular relating to resilient development;  

 investigate how the NAZCA platform could better feature resilience and 
developing country actions, in particular by identifying new data partners;  

 conceptualize a ‘Southern Climate Action Challenge’ catalyze engagement in 
climate actions by stakeholders based in the Global South, and to maximize the 
potential of climate actions for resilient and low-carbon development in the 
global South. 

Bonn Groundswell Networking Reception  
Dates:  5 June 2015  
Time:  18.30-20.00 
Venue:  World Conference Center Bonn 
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Organizers: German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 
Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), Galvanizing the Groundswell of Climate 
Actions (GGCA), UNFCCC secretariat 

 

 

On June 5, 2015, the German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), the UNFCCC secretariat, and Galvanizing the Groundswell 

of Climate Actions (GGCA) organized a networking reception as part of a larger 

programme of activities at and around the Bonn Climate Change Conference, that help 

build bridges within a broad citizen’s movement and with governments. This event 

brought together participants from three related events, namely the Climate Action Fair 

(including climate action dialogues) and the Technical Expertise Meetings (TEMs) 

organized by the UNFCCC secretariat, and the workshop on ‘Catalyzing Climate 

Action for Resilient Development’, organized at the German Development Institute / 

Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) in collaboration with the Galvanizing 

the Groundswell of Climate Actions Project (GGCA) and The Energy Research 

Institute (TERI). 

In her welcoming speech, Ms. Ingrid Hoven (Director General at the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, BMZ) stressed the importance 

of the groundswell of non-state and subnational climate actions, as we are the last 

generation that could still prevent dangerous climate change. Mr. Nick Nuttall 

(UNFCCC), in his welcoming speech, emphasized the high level of non-state 

engagement, and how an event like this would have been unthinkable in a recent past. 
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Dialogue Session at the Climate Action Fair: Galvanizing the 

Groundswell of Climate Action for Success at Paris and Beyond 
Dates:  6 June 2015  
Time:  13.15.30-14.45 
Venue:  World Conference Center Bonn 
Organizers: German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), Galvanizing the Groundswell of Climate 
Actions (GGCA), UNFCCC secretariat 

 

 

On June 5, 2015, the German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), the UNFCCC secretariat, and Galvanizing the Groundswell 

of Climate Actions (GGCA) organized a dialogue session at the Climate Action Fair 

‘Galvanizing the Groundswell of Climate Action for Success at Paris and beyond’. 

Ms. Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC, introduced the dialogue, 

emphasizing that climate action is happening everywhere in the world, and that taking 

climate action is now the new norm. She called for the recognition that climate action 

is growing exponentially, and that it will contribute to the early peaking of GHG 

emissions and to carbon neutrality in our lifetime. 
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Mr. Niklas Hoehne (NewClimate Institute) pointed to the many benefits for cities, 

companies and individuals by acting on climate change, but also observed how the 

impact of GHG emissions from non-state and sub-national actors are still under 

researched, and that there is a need for better reporting. 

Ms. Merlin Van Voore (UNEP) discussed the opportunity for non-state, sub-national 

and cooperative initiatives to bridge the global emissions gap. According the latest 

UNEP report there is a growing movement of climate action that could contribute to 

bridging the gap, however there is still a lack of data to assess this in greater depth. 

Quantifiable data was found for companies, which indicated 0.4 to 3Gt of GHG 

emission reductions by 2020. UNEP also looked at 36 cities and estimated an 

emissions reduction potential by 2020 in the order of 0.2 Gt CO2 eq. 

Mr. Manish Shrivastava (TERI) shared main messages from the Bonn Groundswell 

workshop, namely: that the groundswell is grounded in local reality; that the 

groundswell sends a strong signal to stakeholders beyond governments to take climate 

action; and that there is a need to tell the stories of climate actions. Through sharing a 

story about climate actions in India, Shrivastava indicated that working from the bottom 

up helps to localize action in a way that would not be possible when working from the 

top down. 

The dialogue concluded with a panel discussion with Veronique Massenet (France, 

COP21 team) and Romulo Acurio (Peru, deputy representative for Climate Change), 

moderated by journalist Stefan Ehlert. 

 

Veronique Massenet identifies the action agenda as one pillar of the ‘Paris Alliance’, 

which will also consist of an ambitious global agreement, a financial arrangement, 

Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). Climate actions will contribute 

to a 2°Celcius development pathway. Climate actions will also encourage governments 
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to make more ambitious commitments. Paris should not be seen as a landing lane for 

climate actions, but the taking off of ambitious non-state actions. 

Romulo Acurio emphasized the need to increase the groundswell on adaptation and 

adaptation. Non-state actions can contribute to the implementation of INDCs. Climate 

actions may also be integrated into an ambition mechanism after the agreement has 

been reached. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


